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EASTER ORATORIO 
BWV No. 249 


Bacu’s Easter Oratorio in its present form dates from about 1736. 
Not only are there three different versions extant, indicating that 
Bach revised the work at least twice, but most of the music is actually 
adapted from an earlier cantata, the secular Shepherd Cantata (BWV 
No. 249a) : Entfliehet, verschwindet, entweichet, ihr Sorgen (Vanish, 
Ye Cares), written for the birthday of Duke Christian of Saxe- 
Weissenfels in 1725. 

In the first extant version of the Easter Oratorio proper, the soprano, 
alto, tenor, and bass solo parts are assigned to four Biblical dramatis 
personae, as befits an oratorio: Mary (mother of James), Mary 
Magdalene, Peter, and John. 

The eleven numbers are as follows [for the complete German and 
English text,* see the next four pages]: 


Page 

dis (Sinfonia елге ara 3 
2. Adagio (Oboe and Strings).......................... 15 
3. Duet (Peter, John) and Chorus, Kommt, eilet und laufet.. 17 
4. Recitative, O kalter Manner 5їпп..................... 37 
5. Aria (Mary), Seele, deine Spezereien.................. 38 
6. Recitative, Hier ist die Crujt......................... 43 
7. Aria (Peter), Sanfte soll mein Todeskummer........... 44, 
8. Recitative, Indessen seufzen шіг...................... 51 
9. Aria (Mary Magdalene), Saget, saget mir geschwinde.... 52 
10. Rectitative (John), Wir sind erfreut.................. 58 
11. Chorus, Preis und Dann 59 


The present score is based on Vol. 21 of the famous Bach-Gesellschaft 
edition, whose editors used Bach’s second and third versions to arrive 
at their final musical text of the Easter Oratorio. 


*The English translation used in this volume was made by Kurt Stone in 
connection with the recording of the Easter Oratorio for Vox Productions, Inc. 
and is included here with their kind permission. 


1. SINFONIA 
3 Trumpets, Timpani, 2 Oboes, Strings, Bassoon 
and Continuo 


2. ADAGIO 
Oboe, Strings, Bassoon and Continuo 


3. DUETTO e CORO 
Tenor and Bass Soli, Chorus, 3 Trumpets, Timpani, 
2 Oboes, Strings, Bassoon and Continuo 


Kommt, eilet und laufet, 

ihr flüchtigen Füsse, 

erreichet die Höhle, die Je- 
sum bedeckt. 

Lachen und Scherzen 

begleitet die Herzen, 

denn unser Heil ist aufer- 
weckt. 


Come, hasten and run, 

ye nimble feet, 

to reach the cavern which 
shelters Jesus. 

Laughter and gladness 

fills our hearts, 

for our Saviour has been 
awakened. 


4. RECITATIVO 
Alto 


О kalter Männer Sinn! 

Wo ist die Liebe hin, 

die ihr dem Heiland schul- 
dig seid? 


О frigid mind of men! 

Where has the love gone 

which you owe to the Sav- 
iour? 


Soprano 


Ein schwaches Weib muss 
euch beschämen ! 


To be put to shame by a 
frail woman! 


Tenor 


Ach! ein betriibtes Grimen 


Ah! a sorrowful grieving 


Bass 


und banges Herzeleid 


and distressful heartache, 


Tenor and Bass 


hat mit gesalz’nen Tránen 

und wehmutsvollem Sehnen 

ihm eine Salbung zuge- 
dacht, 


with salty tears 

and woeful yearning, 

was intended as a balm for 
Him, 


Soprano and Alto 


die ihr wie wir umsonst ge- 
macht. 


which you and we prepared 
in vain. 


6. RECITATIVO 


Tenor 
Hier is die Gruft, Here is the tomb, 
Bass 
und hier der Stein, der and here the stone which 
solche zugedeckt; covered it; 
wo aber wird mein Heiland but where could my Sav- 
sein? iour be? 
Alto 
Er ist vom Tode ацЕег- He is awakened from 
weckt! death! 


Wir trafen einen Engel ап, We encountered an angel 
der hat uns solches kundge- who made this known to us. 
tan. 


Tenor 
Hier seh’ ich mit Vergnü- With joy I see lying here 
gen 
das Schweisstuch abgewik- the unwound headcloth. 
kelt liegen. 


5. ARIA 
Soprano Solo, Flute, Bassoon and Continuo 
Seele, deine Spezereien Soul, for your fragrance 


sollen nicht mehr Myrrhen myrrh will do no longer. 
sein. 

Denn allein For only 

mit dem Lorbeerkranze the glory of a laurel wreath 
prangen 

stillt dein angstliches Ver- can quiet your anxious 
langen. longing. 


7. ARIA 


Tenor Solo, 2 Recorders, 2 Violins, Bassoon 
and Continuo 


Sanfte soll mein Todeskum- The pain of my death be 
mer 


nur ein Schlummer, 

Jesu, durch dein Schweiss- 
tuch sein. 

Ja, das wird mich dort er- 
frischen, 

und die Zähren meiner Pein 


von den Wangen tróstlich 
wischen. 


but a gentle slumber, 


Jesus, because of your head- 
cloth. 


Yea, it will refresh me 
there, 

and the tears of my pain 

it will wipe consolingly 
from my cheeks. 


8. RECITATIVO ed ARIOSO 
Soprano and Alto 


Indessen seufzen wir 
mit brennender Begier: 


Meanwhile we sigh 


with burning eagerness: 


ARIOSO 


Ach! kónnt es doch nur 
bald geschehen, 


den Heiland selbst zu se- 
hen! 


Ah! if only it could hap- 
pen soon 
to see the Saviour Himself! 


9. ARIA 


Alto Solo, Oboe d’amore, Strings, Bassoon 


and Continuo 


Saget, saget mir geschwin- 
de, 
saget, wo ich Jesum finde, 


welchen meine Seele liebt. 


Komm doch, komm, um- 
fasse mich, 

denn mein Herz ist ohne 
dich 


ganz verwaiset und betrübt. 


Tell, tell me, quickly, 


tell me where I may find 
Jesus 

whom my soul adores. 

Come, o come, embrace me, 


for without You my heart is 


sorely orphaned and dis- 
tressed. 


10. RECITATIVO 
Bass 


Wir sind erfreut, dass unser 
Jesus wieder lebt. 

Und unser Herz, so erst in 
Traurigkeit zerflossen und 
geschwebt, 

vergisst den Schmerz und 
sinnt auf Freudenlieder; 


denn unser Heiland lebet 
wieder. 


11. 


We are happy that our Jesus 
lives again, 

and our hearts which first 
had been flowing over 
with sadness, 

have forgotten their pain 
and dwell on songs of 
Joy, 

for our Saviour lives again. 


CORO 


Chorus, 3 Trumpets, Timpani, 2 Oboes, Strings, 
Bassoon and Continuo 


Preis und Dank 

bleibe, Herr, dein Lobge- 
sang! 

Höll und Teufel sind be- 
zwungen, 

ihre Pforten sind zerstört; 

jauchzet, ihr erlósten Zun- 
gen, 

dass man es im Himmel 
hórt! 


Praise and thanks 

shall be, Lord, your song of 
glory. 

Hell and Satan are van- 
quished, 

their gates are destroyed; 

rejoice, ye delivered tongues, 


that it may be heard in 
Heaven. 


ALLEGRO 


Eróffnet, ihr Himmel, die 
prachtigen Bogen, 

der Löwe von Juda kommt 
siegend регореп! 


Open, ye Heavens, the mag- 
nificent arches; 

the Lion of Judah comes 
marching victoriously. 
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LOW-PRICED, AUTHORITATIVE POCKET SCORES FOR THE 


MUSIC STUDENT — RECORD 


COLLECTOR — CONCERT-GOER 


98 cents each 


Numerical Listing 


1а. BACH:* The Well-Tempered Clavier, Part I 
1b. BACH:* The Well-Tempered Clavier, Part II 
2. BACH:* {The 6 Sonatas for Violin Solo 
{The 6 Suites for Cello Solo 
За. BEETHOVEN:+ Violin-Piano Sonatas 1-6 
ЗЬ. BEETHOVEN:} Violin-Piano Sonatas 7-10 
4. BACH:* The 6 Violin-Harpsichord Sonatas 
5. CHOPIN: {The 25 Preludes (Op. 28, Op. 45); 
2 Piano Sonatas (Op. 35, Op. 58); 
d Fantasy f minor (ор. 49) 
6. BRAHMS:} The Violin-Piano Sonatas (complete) 
7. BRAHMS:} (The 2 Cello-Piano Sonatas 
са; The 2 Clarinet-Piaho Sónatas 
8. SCHUMANN: Carnaval, Op. 9; Fantasiestiicke, Op. 12; 
Symphonic Etudes, Op. 13; Fantasy, Op. 17 
9. BACH:* The 6 English 4 6 French Suites 
10. BACH:* {The 3 Cello-Clavier Sonatas 
7 Flute-Clavier Sonatas 
11-15. BEETHOVEN: The 32 Piano Sonatas 
pee vol., 98¢; the 5 vols. complete, $3.98] 
Sonatas 1-6 (11); 7-12 (12); 13-20 (13); ` 
2141 (14); 28-32 )15([ 
iolin-Piai 


jano Sonatas, Vol. I 

16b. MOZART:+ Violi 4 
16c. MOZART: Violin-Piano Sonatas, Vol. III 
17. SCHUBERT:+ Complete Violin-Piano Works 

(Op. 70; 0. 2 159; Ор. 162) 
18. BEETHOVEN:} The Cello-Piano Sonatas (complete) 
19. BRAHMS:+ Piano Variations, Op. 9 (Schumann); 
. 24 (Handel); Op. 35 (Paganini); 


laydn) 
TERN Op. 20; Davidsbündler, 
Op. 6; Kinderszenen, Op. 15; Kreisleriana, Op. 16; 


16a. MOZAR' 


20. 


Toccata, Op. 7 
- 21. BACH:* Goldberg Variations; Italian Concerto; 


15 Two-Part & 15 Three-Part Inventions 
22. BACH:* The 6 Partitas; French Overture; Chrom. 
3 Fantasy 4 Fugue; Fantasy їп С minor 
23. SCHUBERT 3 2 Song Cycles: “Schöne Müllerin” 
4 “Schwanengesang” [English Texts Added 
24. SCHUBERT:} “Die Winterreise” [Eng. Texts Added] 
25. SCHUMANN: 4 Song Cycles: “Dichterliebe,” 
“Frauenliebe & leben,” “Liederkreis” (Heine), 
“Liederkreis” (Eichendorff) [English Texts Added] 
26. BACH:* The Musical Offering; 3 Trio Sonatas 
= MR ee i eee соии 1,2,3 
B آ‎ Brandenburg Concertos 4, 5, 6 
29. SCHUBERT:+ |“Wanderer” Fantasy, Op. 15; 
Eight Impromptus, Op. 90, 142; 
3 ‘Moments Musicaux, Op. 4 
30. BEETHOVEN: Variations, Op. 34; Op. 35 (“Eroica”); 
Op. 76; Op. 120 Diabelli”) ; 
Gr. 191 (С minor); Gr. 189 
31-38. BACH:* The Complete Organ Works: 
31. Clavierübung, Part III (“i in Mass") 
32. Chorale Preludes (“Orgelbúchlein”) € Variations 
33. Chorale Preludes (Kirnberger Collection, & others) 
34. Six Organ Sonatas; Six Preludes & Fugues 
35. Twelve Preludes & Fugues 
36. Six “Schiibler” & 18 Other Chorales 
37. Passacaglia, Pastorale, 4 Organ Concertos, 
3 Toccatas. ete 
38. Fantasies, 8 Little Preludes € Fugues, etc. 


39. MOZART:} Complete Piano Sonatas & Fantasies, I 
40. MOZART: Complete Piano Sonatas & Fantasies, II 
41. SCHUBERT:} Complete Piano Sonatas, Vol. I 
42. SCHUBERT:} Complete Piano Sonatas, Vol. II 
43. SCHUBERT:} Pu ays Piano Sonatas; Vol. III 
44. CHOPIN: All Etudes (Op. 10, Op. 25, Op. Posth.) 
45. ВАСН:“ Suites, Sonata, Toccatas, Fantasies & Fugues, 
Preludes & Fugues [For Clavier] 
46. BACH:* Aria Variata, Capriccios, Fantasies, 
Fugues, Preludes [For Clavier] 
47. MENDELSSOHN :} Songs Without Words (Complete) 
48. MENDELSSOHN :+ Complete Works for Organ 
49. MOZART:} Complete Piano Trios, Vol. I (Nos. 1-4) 
50. MOZART:} Complete Piano Trios, Vol. II (Nos. 5-8) 
51. SCHUBERT :+ Complete String Quartets, I (Nos. 1-6) 
52. SCHUBERT:} Complete String Quartets, II (Nos. 7-11) 
53. SCHUBERT :+ Complete String Quartets, III (Nos. 12-15) 
54. HANDEL:}} Eleven Concerti Grossi (Op. 3 Nos. 1-6; 
“Alexander's Feast” Concerto; 4 others) 
55. BACH:* The Four Suites for Orchestra 
56. BACH:* The Two Concerti for Three Claviers 
(D minor, C major 
57. BRAHMS:} The Complete Piano-Sonatas 
58. SCHUBERT :+ Piano Pieces (complete), Vol. II 
59. MOZART:} Lieder for Voice & Piano (complete) 
[English Texts Added] 


60. BEETHOVEN: Lieder for Voice & Piano (incl. An die 
ferne Geliebte, 4: others) [English Texts дака 

61-64. BEETHOVEN:+ The 17 String Quartets, complete 

61. Opus 18 Nos. 1-6 8 

62. Opus 59 Nos. 1-3 (“Rasoumovsky” Quartets) 

68. Op. 74 (“Harp”), Op. 95 (“Serioso”), Op. 127, Op. 130 
64. Op. 131, Op. 133 (Grosse Fuge), Op. 135,432 

65. BEETHOVEN: Piano Pieces, complete (Bagatelles, 
Rondos, Fantasy, Preludes, Andante Favori, Minuets, etc.) 

66. BRAHMS:+ Piano Pieces Op. 76, Op. 79, Opp. 116, 117, 118, 
119 (Capricci, Intermezzi, Rhapsodies, Ballade, Romance) 

67. CHOPIN: The 4 Ballades & 4 Scherzi 

68. BACH:* Clavier Pieces (Supplementary Vol.): 2 Toccatas, 
Fugues, Concerto е Fuga, Scherzo, etc. 

69. BACH:* The 16 Concerti for Harpsichord (after Vivaldi and 
other masters) : 

70. HANDEL:it The 15 Sonatas of Op. I (7 Flute Sonatas, 
6 Violin Sonatas, 2 Oboe Sonatas); Three Early Flute 
Sonatas; Sonata for Viola da Gamba 

71. HANDEL: tf Concerti Grossi Op. VI Nos, 1-6 

72. HANDEL: f Concerti Grossi Op. VI Nos. 7-12 

73. BACH:* Die Kunst der Fuge (The Art of Fugue) 

74. BACH:* Songs and Arias (Sacred & Other), complete 

75. BACH:* 185 Four-Part Chorales [English Texts Added] 

76. DE The Мое, Vol. I (Nos. 1-3) [English Texts 

77. BACH:* The Motets, Vol. 11 (Nos. 4-6 6 Appendix) 
[English Texts Added 

78. BACH:* Easter Oratorio [English Texts Added] 


(* Bach-Gesellschaft ed.) ( Urtext ed.) (Н Chrysander ed.) 
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